Ow erican 1 fssue takes yvou on a

journey to parts ol Amenca vou'd least
expect to o see. Highly  imdivadualistice,
vet never detached or alool, Lost within
a crowd ol thousands, but vet part ol a
shared experience. Nan hie In spirals
mto a journey above and under ground
m New Jork City going (o places that
can’t be Googled 2 considerable fea
nowadayvs) and then breaks the surface
to ghide mto the trendiest bars. She soon
realized 1if vou're as brash as New York
isell and carve out yvour own path you'll
be welcomed as a native. The Big Apple
has long left the rotten-to-the-core vears,
but still pursues and relishes its decadence

with a passion,

Accelerating down the endless strips ol
Trie

Natiwnal Park cave us a sense ol what the

29 Palms and Jos/

|J.[_'ll\\.l\ ot Lo

early settlers wandering out west must
have  1mmagmed-  endless |\I\\-;,|n|:llr'-
and unalloyed  hopes just waiting on
the horizon, Desolation oave way Lo an
appreciation ol the spectacular beauty
both of the desert and our model Yasmin,

1

We were lucky to be joined by Nigel
Barker who shares our appreciation fon
the understated elamour all of us tred

to introduce to a hole corner of Joshua

I'ree

¢ Man, an annual

How to explain Burm

gathering of 35.000 people. as a
celebration of the individual was both a
diflicult and easy task. Delying stereotvpes
and classihcauons,  Barbara  Traub’s
sublime interpretation of the event will
bring vou to the realization that all ol us
can pursue our individual dreams and
ideals while living peacefully together.
Her exclusive photography represents her
ten years of understanding the Burning
Man Project’s significance as a participant
and photojournalist.

One can’t help but admire the courage ol
the people ol Tumor-Leste who only desire

what all ol us want: peace and |||-|'u'. Dan

By /be fer Guj

Groshong hived in Timor-Leste for two vears chronicline their strugele to rebuild
thenr country. He shows us o beautilul land exuding the simplicity of hie and the
genuime nature ol the people, from spectacular diving o the intoxicating raw
smell ol nature. His work and recent book have received the support of UN

Secretary General Koli Annan and President William . Clinton,

d means that the truth in travel lies in the individual truth vou

1o and seck from vour journevs.







Whient I onacbe noy fiest visan 1o Timaor-Leste in 1999, 50 was a diflicult and
dongerous time for s sl countee T was there oo photograph the

referendum fon independence, but despire the shudow that bung over

e Jundd, Lesuldn's help but potiee the natral beauy of the istand and

the strengih ol s g

Vinmor-Laeate is a0 dlream come true for paturalises and nanoe lovers,
Phere s matnral beanty that can only existin i country thae is untooehed

by the swieddl’s Bst b natual pesemirees. The DHIO0 sqpuare Kilometres

wtline mnged by

Tl anad vegetation, amd the petential existence o soll andocamentee

ol drmaeing Lo W miles ol pristime ¢

ek of M Tanimiban, raee migratory birels, sea

P anad L, oiike Tinor-Leste one of e more diverse natueal

plisces i e Found anvwhers

Firmor-Laeste alsio bevss o b Tastory amdd eodisieful castoms and cultore
The existence of bomans in Timo-Leste dating back some #0000

il dialects spokien bere, and six langoage

threel, and the wailition ol

Languige and

o i Timeor-Leste spanned several vears

trorrre all walks of Lk With theis

o, Hew ane climbed our way

e the L corners ol this hall sland. In Fact, we shot over 15,000 digiad

el TIME polls of Blmincloding omes taken e FES anderwaier

theless, they omly pepresent a mere slice of what the country

b g olfer

The: b G o Tomor=Lasste and the: surroumding slands is among

ng
the et pocrdyv-known me the world. Foriunanely, there are qualiny
whenmheaton

ol Wallaee

il Tomor-Leste: birds i the gurdebook = Birds

wes and Bishop, which makes wentification casier

ostehas acworal known bied fauna or abost 240 species, The
orgn of the resiclenn bied Baona s soughly hall Australian and hali

il which makes for an eresting mix, Typical  Australion
species such as lorkeets, honey eaters and woodswallows can be seen
with anental species such as chaes, white-eves and sunbirds. The best
birdhwatching sites can be found in Conis Santana National Park,
Tasi-tolu and Lake Laga.

left The golden rolling hills ond biue sea in the Qacuss: Distrit






Spectacular diving

Tinmwr-Laste offers beautifil diving opporunities because it sis

" haome w0 more

at the hieant of the Indi-Pacitic “coral tna

o eanth, The «

sprcies of marine life than anywhere « an

warm waters that surround the world’s newest country: provide

¢ delicate coral reel eoosystem, supporting &

ideal conditions

vast diversity of creatures, from the sallest shrimp o the possive

whale shark, T

‘e north coast sits on the edee of an

underwater precipice, the Weetar Straie o manne tench almast

three kilometres. deep, which provides 3 comidor e pels

and migrating animals. whales, dolphin, tma sailfish all paie

ollshore, The coastal coral reed 15 constantly refreshed by th

towithin reach o its

water, which brir sth predarars and pr

ul (hiving

inhabiants, This is the recipe for some of the world's }

T afive

thee peacsice. Te can bae s v

Timar-Leste can be as siople as a stroll inte the wea from

arating as o Mying deft dive diouleder
a The

v i olien repeated underwater: a vertigin

ol harracy my's e

tiv shoulder with a sche

mInlain s

crashes down 1o sweeping beach, which plunges within meter

1o i spectacalae conal wall tht shopes off i e pradne of
sperniges aned Fans graeed by Hlasking shoals of brilliady coloured

fiah. The variery of habitar makes for o wide diversity of dive sites

for manime biology enthusiasts and photographers i scarch of

Wk

[t " srranger, smaller cntter weell as divers who bowve e

at the big picture of life on one of the healthiest « SvsleTIE

in the world

Shore diving & easy) on the nonh coast, there ane dive sites

wherever the el reaches the mad. Some of the bea diving i he

country is o be fonned within an hours dvive frome Dili, seoond e

town of Metinaro. Dive operators usually run Zedive day mips o

these sites. (See the lse of dive operators).

Secret Garden is just 40 minute’s scenic drive o Dili on

a winding mad that hugs the coast. As divers assembile their

cquipment in the shade of the palm trees that finge the sandy
beach. they are watched by bemused goats and canle gracing
mearby. After a shont surface swim, you are plunged into @ coral
warden that gleams in the Altered ravs of sunlight. There are reel
fish of" every colour, soft and hard corals jostding with sponges and

several species of ancmones, cach with its own colomy of clownlish

Endless streams of glivering fusiliers Bash by as resident

wrasse and sweethps lin gently on the Bip of the reell This is a
typical Timorese coral dive: remarkable for the sheer diversity of

animals, each in s niche, thriving in the clear warm water,

Five minute’s drive from Secret Garden, one ol the country's
finest white sand beaches is Dollar Beach, which is also the
gateway (o a vast, sloping reel; as stunninigly beautiful at 5 meters
as it is at 30, Magmnificent acropora table corals are arranged in
tiers, with brllianty colowred anthias dancing on wp and angel

fish lurking beneath. Bumphead parrot fish lumber by, snapping

coral with their b

ol chun 5. grinding it up, manulaciunng

ne for the beach above, Mantas

a steady stream of new wh

wle rays (v overhesd as reel” sharks doge on sandy paiches

and

below M0 meters, Dollar Beach s animated a5 creatures weave

iding chance encounters wath

their way through the bommies, pre
turthes, cuttlefish, and tevally The safety stop can be the highlight
ol the dive, for the mne opporunity o encounter dugongs who
graze the adjacent beds of sea grase Timar-Leste s forunate
have a resident population of these charming marine prmmals-

en cilled s s, which are o species at risk of extinetion on

aworldwide scale

st of Dili,

aded by

s dhve site 4 kilometer

K-41, 1 its name s

o Behauw. Entening from o pebbly sho

i the vl

ivers find thermselves on o coral wall within

st ol guim trees, d
stieps T the beach. A fes kibmeters lurther east, Bob®s Rock s
ancd

I these sites can be dived an hig

ansther casy entry site. Baot

oy tiele aned appeal o divers of every kind, with an astounding

< and habius ranging from coral gardens to

vanety of ¢

asts anud photographers in search of rare

sieep wils. Marine bivl

creatures fnd plenty o keep them occupied as they discover pygmey

-, abwnckant nudibivanchs, mantis shrimp and garden eels.

Snll further east, experienced divers have the chanee of adrenalin-
pummping clase encounters with very large animals st Whale Shark

Point ulw known oy Lone Tree! This madside site ofien has

astill current, which brings whabe sharks, oreas and mantas that

cruise Iw on occasion during the manths of Auguse-November,

Spectacular diving i also o be had Grom Kom tio the island that
marks Timor-Lesae's easiernmost extreminy, Jakow, The drive o

Bl is absout fowar howrs, 50 divers usially stay overnight or longer,

explonng the outstanding beaches, abundant

el and spotting

sharks and mantas in o seascape of stunning hard and soft corals

Atauru Island. about an bour's specdbont rde from Dill, s alo
an the pelagic highway, with thrills on the surface as well as bebow
Whales and huge schools of dolphing aften escort dive boas during
thie crossing 1o the island. Avane's warers can ofler visibitiey of up 1w
10 meters, with phenty of large pelagic action happening in the blue.
At

o exciting drift dives. Many divers spend a few davs at Ataura’s eco-

115 TSt suite

1o bt diving with opens up the opportunity

o hoclge, but a twe dive, day 1ip s also casily arranged,

Even visitors on a tight schedule can sample what Timor-Leste
has 1o offer divers a1 Dl Rock, a 15 minute drive west from
downiown THli A

stony mound that juts into the sea close w the

madsicle, its slopes are home 1« s aned bommies

upers, swer
biistling with lionfist. An occasional shark, ray or turthe passes
through. Suitable for beginners and experts alike Dili Rock s

afien the venue of th

st ocean experence for new divers taking

mternationally recogmized PAIM courses






Dive Operators in Timor-Leste

DIVE TIMOR LOROSA'E FREEFLOW
Dive Timor loroso’e is located in Dili on Avenida De Pantai Kelopa
Partugal, Kampung Alar. Just lock far the PADI dive centre Avenida de Porlugal, Dil
sign. They olso have a dive centre located in Com (the Website: www freeflowdiving.com
Eastern tip of Timor - Leste} Tel: +470 723 4614 / 4670 723 4615
Website: www.divetimor.com
Tel: +470 723 7092 TIMOR DIVERS NETWORK
Mot a dive operotor, but very useful for divers
EXPLORE TIMOR Website: www fimordivers.net.com

Explore Baor
Comaro Road, Dili
‘Website: www.exploretimor.com

Tel: +4670 724 4293

Tour Operators

ALDEM BALI EXPRESS TIMOR MEGATOURS
Danny Kristonto Ay, Pres Micolau Lobata
Email: Danny_Kristanto Hotel Central, Dili
Tel: +62-361-481987 Website: www limormegalours.com
The best woy to get o connecting Merpoli Airdines flight Tel: +670 723 5199 / +670 331 0699
to Dili is to contact Danny Kristanto befare you arrive in
Denspasar, Bali VILLA HARMOMNIA ECO TOURS
Villa Harmonia Guest House
HARVEY WORLD TRAVEL Avenida Liberdade de Imprensa no. 418
‘Website: www harveydili.com Becora lone kilometre east of the market)
Tel: +670 390311 140 Email: vilharmonio@yohoo.com

Tel: =670 725 5469

Airlines Flying to Timor-Leste

AIRNORTH MERPATI| AIRLINES
www.airnorth.com.ou Email: www.merpati co.id
KOKOAK AIR

Jorge Serrono, Tel: +670-723-1995

Travel Information about Timor-Leste

ATAURO ISLAND ECO LODGE GOVERMNMENT OF TIMOR-LESTE
www.olouroislond.com www,gov,east-fimor.org
Tel: +7460-723-6085

TURISMO TIMOR-LESTE
DISCOVER DILI The official Timer Government web site for travel
www.discoverdili.com information: www.turismotimorleste.com

EAST TIMOR PRESS

www.easttimorpress.com/en/

st, neor the fown ol Moubare







biravery and heawry and Danel Groshong sh

deprenng Timor-Leste's  colwral, warural and ool

1hi le ol Timor-Lesie o pined to bliling o

melusery thar ens Finks wail the cnnir

communiry, The the conflic allows toursi

covering almo aspeet of Timor withoul sar

a relascd and

Urban™ and ()

viewpoimnt. Two chapter

as they work an i
ciatlly childs
1 on with theis

heing aroi

infused in these images. Sulssstenee Brming

1 way ol lile Tor mamy Timor

me bond with nature and those aronnd you such that

sharing and consideration with others are deeply fng
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